[image: ]Registered Address: Mountdale Gardens, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 4AW
Chief Executive Officer: Mrs. J. Mullan
Telephone: (01702) 524193 
Fax: (01702) 526761			3rd March 2026								
Dear Colleagues and Governors, parents/carers of all children at our schools,
I am writing on behalf of the Board of Trustees to share an important update regarding leadership within SEN Trust Southend.
After more than four decades of extraordinary service, Jackie Mullan, our founding Chief Executive Officer, will be retiring at the end of this academic year. Jackie joined The St Christopher School on 1 September 1984 and went on to establish SEN Trust Southend in 2017, providing visionary leadership throughout its creation and growth.
Jackie’s contribution to the children and young people of Southend cannot be overstated. Her commitment, wisdom, and tireless advocacy have shaped the Trust, strengthened our schools, and positively impacted countless families. She has been a trusted colleague, mentor and guide to so many, and we know the entire community will join us in expressing our profound thanks for everything she has achieved.
Following a rigorous recruitment process, the Board of Trustees is pleased to confirm that Dan Woodman has been appointed as the next Chief Executive Officer, taking up the role from September 2026. Dan brings extensive leadership experience and a deep, long-standing commitment to the Trust’s values, and we are confident he will continue to build on Jackie’s exceptional legacy.
A comprehensive handover process will take place to ensure continuity and stability across the Trust. Further details will be shared in due course, and there may be opportunities to celebrate Jackie’s remarkable career as we approach the end of the academic year.
On behalf of the Trust Board, thank you for your continued dedication to our pupils and communities.
Thomas Robinson,
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Chair of Trustees
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