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Beyond the Curriculum at Lancaster School 
Alongside the school’s structured curriculum and accredited learning pathways, all students are offered a rich, diverse and meaningful programme of experiences beyond the classroom. These opportunities are carefully planned to be accessible, inclusive and supportive, ensuring every student can engage in the wider life of the school and the local and wider community.
Experiences beyond the curriculum play a vital role in supporting students’ personal development. They help students to build confidence, communication and social interaction skills, emotional wellbeing, independence and resilience, while reinforcing learning through real‑life, creative and functional contexts. Participation is personalised, with thoughtful consideration given to individual needs, strengths, interests and emotional or sensory profiles.

Enrichment, Workshops and Cultural Experiences
Students regularly engage in a wide range of enrichment activities, workshops and cultural experiences that broaden understanding and encourage active participation, including:
· Visiting companies and performers, such as M&M Productions, delivering inclusive and interactive performances
· Drumming workshops, supporting rhythm, coordination, listening skills and emotional expression
· Cultural celebration workshops, including Chinese New Year, promoting cultural awareness and shared celebration
· Themed drama workshops, such as Prince Charming, encouraging imagination, communication and performance skills
· Seasonal and religious celebrations, including Easter and Christmas church performances
· Christmas show performances, offering opportunities for students to rehearse, perform and celebrate achievements
· Whole‑school and Key Stage assemblies form an important part of the enrichment offer. Assemblies provide students with opportunities to engage with a wide range of learning themes, including Black History Month, Diwali, personal development topics such as personal hygiene, and wider social and cultural awareness. Assemblies are carefully planned to be accessible and inclusive (please see Assembly Rota), supporting understanding, reflection and shared learning.

Student Voice, Leadership and Community Engagement
Students are encouraged to develop their voice, confidence and understanding of the wider community through leadership opportunities, including:
· School Council, enabling students to share opinions, contribute to decision‑making and influence school life
· Opportunities to meet with other school councils, allowing students to discuss wider issues and matters affecting the local and broader community
· Supported communication strategies to ensure all students can express views in ways that suit their individual needs
These opportunities promote confidence, citizenship, self‑advocacy and a sense of social responsibility.

Clubs and Extended Opportunities
Students are supported and encouraged to take part in a wide range of clubs and extended learning opportunities, designed to reflect individual interests and promote wellbeing and social development. These include:
· Lunchtime, after‑school and holiday clubs, such as swimming, fitness and art
· Interest‑based clubs, including beauty, Lego and basketball
These opportunities support friendship building, confidence and engagement beyond the formal classroom.

Whole‑School Inclusion and Social Interaction
Students have many opportunities to come together as a whole school community and to interact positively with peers across the school. These experiences promote inclusion, a sense of belonging and positive peer relationships. Opportunities include:
· Whole‑school and key stage assemblies and shared celebrations
· Lancaster Live, providing performance and shared event experiences
· School choir, bringing students together through music and teamwork
· Opportunities to perform on theatre stages in London, allowing students to experience professional performance environments
· Peer‑to‑peer reading opportunities, promoting communication, confidence and positive role‑modelling
· Lunchtimes, which provide valuable opportunities for students to interact, chat and socialise with a range of different peers and social groups, encouraging inclusion and relationship building
· Social interaction during breaktimes, with appropriate support available
· Special occasion discos and themed events
· Whole‑school events, including Lancaster Has Talent, the summer fete, Christmas market and Kids Day Out
· Seasonal experiences, such as visits to the Christmas panto
These shared experiences enable students to develop social communication skills, build friendships and feel part of the wider school community.

Trips, Outdoor Learning and Community Experiences
Students may also access learning beyond the school site, including:
· Half‑termly sessions at Danbury Outdoor Learning Centre, supporting resilience, teamwork and confidence
· Inclusive sports events, such as Panathlon competitions
· Community visits and supported outings, enabling the application of learning in real‑life settings
· Special activity days and themed events, enriching curriculum learning

Emotional Wellbeing and Therapeutic Support
Students’ emotional wellbeing is supported through a range of pastoral and therapeutic opportunities, including:
· ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) sessions, supporting emotional regulation and relationships
· Counselling sessions, where appropriate
· Meetings with the Educational Psychologist (EP), informing assessment, support and emotional development
These supports help ensure students feel safe, supported and ready to engage fully in school life.
Residential and Extended Learning Experiences
Where appropriate, and following careful planning and risk assessment, students may participate in residential and extended learning experiences. These are personalised and supported to ensure they are safe, positive and meaningful.
Residential opportunities may include:
· School‑based camping experiences, including camping on the school site
· Classroom sleepovers, supporting shared experiences in a familiar environment
· One‑night residential stays, such as supported caravan experiences
· Local residential visits, lasting one or two nights
· Extended residential opportunities, including longer stays or visits abroad, where appropriate
These experiences support independence, resilience, adaptability and communication skills.
50 Things at Lancaster School
The school has recently developed an interactive online system called “50 Things at Lancaster School.” This system outlines 50 curriculum and non‑curriculum experiences that students can access during their time at Lancaster School. It is designed to encourage students to try new activities, engage with a wide range of opportunities and celebrate achievements. The system also allows students and staff to keep a record of experiences, supporting reflection, motivation and a sense of achievement throughout their school journey.
Summary
Overall, the school’s Beyond the Curriculum offer plays a central role in promoting inclusion, personal development and preparation for life beyond school for all students. Through a broad range of enrichment activities, cultural experiences, leadership opportunities, outdoor learning, wellbeing support and residential experiences, students are able to develop confidence, independence, resilience and strong social relationships. These meaningful opportunities enable students to apply their learning in real‑life contexts, celebrate their strengths and feel a valued part of the school and wider community.


image2.png
|y
LANCASTER
s&HOOL




